
“BLESSED ARE THE PEOPLE 
WHO KNOW THE FESTAL SHOUT”
THE MUSIC OF ARCHPRIEST SERGEI GLAGOLEV



ARCHPRIEST

SERGEI GLAGOLEV

1928: August 13 born in Gary, Indiana
1935: Began singing in the parish choir
1941: Appointed choir director in Pittsburgh, PA
1946: Studied music at Oberlin College
1948: Studied at New York University and

St. Vladimir’s Seminary, New York, NY
1949: Appointed choir master in Detroit, MI
1951: Married his wife, Eugenia

Ordained to the diaconate
1952: Ordained to the priesthood
1953: Assigned to SS. Peter & Paul Church, 

Lorain, OH
1954: Assigned to St. Innocent Mission, Encino, CA

First all-English mission in North America
1974: Assigned to Holy Trinity Cathedral, 

San Francisco, CA
1977: Assigned to Holy Trinity Church, 

East Meadow, NY
1980s: Taught music and composition courses at 

St. Vladimir’s and St. Tikhon’s Seminaries
1990: Retired from full-time pastoral ministry
2000s: Continues to compose music



SAMPLES OF 

FATHER SERGEI’S MUSICAL WORK

1956 1970

1982

2000
2016



SCENES FROM THE LIFE OF

FATHER SERGEI GLAGOLEV

California in the 1960s



UNDERSTANDING

WHAT WE BELIEVE

“The music is the vessel for the 
words – it’s what makes the text 
come alive. 

“The rhythm and movement of 
the word – stressed or 
unstressed – means the text 
guides the placement within the 
music.”

Fr. Sergei Glagolev
2014 Pan-Orthodox Music Symposium

Cincinnati, Ohio



CELEBRATING THE

UNIVERSAL RESURRECTION

Byzantine
Slavonic

Greek

Galician
Arabic



UNDERSTANDING WHAT 

WE’RE DOING

“We must understand what we’re 
doing and singing. 

“If something is called an ‘Antiphon’
– shouldn’t we write it in a way that 
it can be sung antiphonally?

“If it’s called a refrain, shouldn’t it be 
the voice of the assembly, instead of 
the choir singing everything?”

Fr. Sergei Glagolev



FATHER SERGEI GLAGOLEV:
TEACHER AND EDUCATOR

Giving Lectures on Music in New York – 2005 and 2006



ENGAGING THE

FAITHFUL

“There’s a dialogue – the voice 
of the prayer is being sung by 
the people of God. 

“The sacred sound of the sacred 
assembly allows us to rejoice 
with the angelic choirs.”

Fr. Sergei Glagolev



FATHER SERGEI GLAGOLEV:
PRIEST AND PASTOR

Serving at Fort Ross, California – 1970s Doing commemorations at the Proskomedia – 2000s



RESTORING THE

DIALOGUE

“…you hear the chanter inviting 
you with a sacred melody to 
the communion of the Holy 
Mysteries, and saying, ‘O taste 
and see that the Lord is good.’”

St. Cyril of Jerusalem
On the Sacred Liturgy and Communion

Catechetical Lecture 23:20



REHARMONIZATION

“When you write, compose, arrange, 
rehearse, or sing any part of the 
liturgical prayer – always understand 
the meaning of the prayer – and 
how we are to proclaim this in the 
presence of God.”

Fr. Sergei Glagolev
2014 Pan-Orthodox Music Symposium

Cincinnati, Ohio



PASSING TONES

“Father Sergei’s use of passing 
tones is almost like you want to 
emphasize the passing tone…his 
resolutions are sometimes worth 
listening to all by themselves.”

David Drillock
Retired Professor, Liturgical Music

St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary



PRESERVING THE

CHANT

“The musical offering we make 
must be logical, make sense, be 
understandable. 

“We understand what we say, so 
that others can be joined to us.”

Fr. Sergei Glagolev
2006 PSALM Conference – Keynote Address

Cicero, Illinois



PRESERVING THE

CHANT

19th century manuscript of the original chant.
source: Natalia Mosyagina



FATHER SERGEI GLAGOLEV:
SPEAKER AND RETREAT LEADER

PSALM Music Conference, Cicero, IL – 2006 New York City Music Workshop – 2005 



UNIVERSAL APPEAL

“So that psalmody, bringing about 
choral singing, a bond as it were, 
toward unity, and joining the people 
into a harmonious union of one 
choir.”

St. Basil the Great
Homily on Psalm 1



EXTENDING BEYOND 

THE LITURGY

“We need to understand the larger reality 
and not get locked in our cultural realities, 
but to see Orthodoxy in the larger view of 
what the calling is for us to be on this 
continent: finding a leadership role to help 
people learn to pray in English.”

Fr. Sergei Glagolev
2006 PSALM Conference – Keynote Address

Cicero, Illinois



FATHER SERGEI GLAGOLEV:
DEVOTED HUSBAND AND MUSICIAN

Father Sergei and his “Precious,”
celebrating 65 years with Gerry.

Directing the choir.



FATHER SERGEI GLAGOLEV:
CHORAL LEADER

Leading a 200 voice choir at St. Tikhon’s Monastery, Pennsylvania – 2005 



UNDERSTANDING 

HOW TO PRAY

“I love the setting of the Lord’s Prayer by 
Kedrov, Sr., but everyone should be able to 
sing the Lord’s Prayer – it belongs to the 
assembly – at the moment which bring us 
into the presence of the Eucharist.”

Fr. Sergei Glagolev
2014 Pan-Orthodox Music Symposium

Cincinnati, Ohio



FORM FOLLOWS

FUNCTION

“You can’t force the words into the 
formula.  What we did, was take the 
melody and make it ring to the words.”

Fr. Sergei Glagolev



FATHER SERGEI GLAGOLEV:
A LIFETIME OF SERVICE

Awarded the mitre on Pentecost – June 4, 2017



WE HAVE SEEN 

THE TRUE LIGHT

“(This is) one of the prayers of the church 
which is particularly beautiful. 

“It dictates how the music should sound.”

Fr. Sergei Glagolev



ALLOWING THE

HOLY SPIRIT TO GUIDE US

“The words themselves sing – even as a 
simple line like ‘Lord, have mercy.’ 

“The phrasing itself is musical.”

Fr. Sergei Glagolev



SINGING PRAISES 

WITH UNDERSTANDING

“Each language has it’s own unique sound 
and phrases – which then shapes the music 
and how the prayer sounds in a different 
language. 

“The prayer in that particular language tells 
you how it should be sung – because the 
music then reflects the prayer.”

Fr. Sergei Glagolev



SCENES FROM THE LIFE OF

FATHER SERGEI GLAGOLEV

PSALM Conference – 2006 

Fr Sergei and Fr Ivan – 2017 

Father Sergei at home.



A LASTING

IMPRESSION

“Father Sergei’s real contribution was that 
the setting of the music must recognize the 
poetic form of the text. 

“And so the poetry of the text must coexist 
with the poetry of the music – the melody 
and the rhythm – so the music structure 
and the grammatical form coincide.”

David Drillock
Retired Professor, Liturgical Music

St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary



GOD GRANT YOU

MANY YEARS

“Music and liturgy cannot be separated –
for our sacred music is synonymous with 
our liturgical worship – together, placing us 
on the threshold of the Kingdom of God. ”

Fr. Sergei Glagolev



A LASTING

IMPRESSION






THANKYOU


	“Blessed Are the People �Who Know the Festal Shout”
	ArchPriest �Sergei Glagolev
	Samples of �father Sergei’s musical Work
	Scenes From the Life of�Father Sergei Glagolev
	Understanding�what we Believe
	Celebrating the�universal Resurrection
	Understanding What �We’re Doing
	Father Sergei Glagolev:�Teacher and Educator
	Engaging the�Faithful
	Father Sergei Glagolev:�Priest and Pastor
	Restoring the�DIalogue
	�Reharmonization
	�Passing Tones
	Preserving the�Chant
	Preserving the�Chant
	Father Sergei Glagolev:�Speaker and Retreat Leader
	Universal Appeal
	Extending Beyond �the Liturgy
	Father Sergei Glagolev:�Devoted Husband and Musician
	Father Sergei Glagolev:�Choral Leader
	Understanding �How To Pray
	Form Follows�Function
	Father Sergei Glagolev:�A lifetime of service
	We Have seen �The True Light
	Allowing the�Holy Spirit to guide us
	Singing Praises �with Understanding
	Scenes From the Life of�Father Sergei Glagolev
	A Lasting�Impression
	God Grant You�Many Years
	A Lasting�Impression
	�ThanK you

